	Wisdom: Making good decisions based on what you know. 

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  K - 5

 

The student will:

 

1) Recognize and describe the meaning of wisdom.
2) Demonstrate and practice the components of wisdom.
3) Have a greater understanding of how to demonstrate wisdom inside and outside of school.
	· Discuss the word “wise” and come up with a classroom definition for what it means to be wise.
· Ask the students to interview someone they know and ask the following question, “What is something important you have learned in your life?”  You can use the format on page 125 (Section 1) of the Elementary Character Education Binder in the office.
· Complete the “Family Roots Interview Activity” on page 131 (Section 1) of the Elementary Character Education Binder in the office.
· The teacher will begin a discussion of conflict resolution by saying, “Have you ever had a problem with someone that you really wanted to solve, but couldn’t?  Instead of solving the problem, you ended up in a bigger fight.  This can happen to anyone.  The GOOD news is that people who learn to “fight” or disagree fairly can solve their problems.  Today, we will develop some rules for fighting fair.”  See pages 133-136 (Section 1) of the Elementary Character Education Binder in the office for more details.  
· Have a classroom discussion about how your body feels when you are fighting with a friend and then brainstorm ideas for “keeping cool”.
· Explore how wisdom relates to making good food choices and taking care of your body.

· Discuss the difference between tattling and telling (telling is when something/someone is hurt, broken, dangerous).  It takes wisdom to know when to tell and when it is just tattling.  You can use the activity on pages 75-77 (Section 2) of the Elementary Character Education Binder.
· Complete the “Wisdom Skits” activity on page 121 (Section 3) of the Elementary Character Education Binder in the office.
· Make an acrostic poem using the word wisdom.

· Have the students practice giving wise advice to their classmates.

· Have the students read “Smart” from Where the Sidewalk Ends and discuss the choices the boy made in the poem.  Have the students write a persuasive letter to the boy in the poem.
· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE***  

 
	· Dirty Bertie- David Roberts
· The Keeper of Wisdom
· Pigs will be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money

· Seven Blind Mice- Ed Young
· Tattling- Joy Berry
· Swimmy- Leo Lionni
· Seuss-isms- Dr. Seuss
· Little Red Riding Hood

· Lon Po Po- Ed Young
· Across the Wide Dark Sea- Jean Van Leeuwen
· Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt- Deborah Hopkinson
· Oh, the Places You’ll Go- Dr. Seuss
· “Smart” from Shel Silverstein’s Where the Sidewalk Ends
· The Cay- Theodore Taylor
· Esperanza Rising- Pam Munoz Ryan
· The Cat Ate My Gymsuit- Paula Danziger
· The Hundred Dresses- Eleanor Estes
· This is Our Earth- Laura Benson
	http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Character_Education/
http://www.charactercounts.org/howto/teaching-tools.htm
http://northport.k12.ny.us/~patch/studentsrights/pages/chared.html#
 “Teaching Tolerance”

(Free Magazine)

400 Washington Ave.

Montgomery, AL 36104

Fax 334-264-7310

 

Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
 

Master Teacher, Inc. website

www.disciplinehelp.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.disciplinehelp.com/" com
 

 www.goodcharacter.com
www.charactercounts.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nccep/lp/



	Character Trait: Wisdom
	Wisdom is...

· Making good decisions based on what you know.
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