	Wisdom: Learning from one’s own experiences, as well as the experiences of others.   Making good decisions based on what you know. 

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  9-12
 

The student will:

 

1) Recognize and describe the meaning of wisdom.
2) Demonstrate and practice the components of wisdom.
3) Have a greater understanding of how to demonstrate wisdom inside and outside of school.
	· Visit www.liben.com/Hugheslinks.html and listen to two poems by Langston Hughes- “Harlem” and “Freedom’s Plow.”  
· Read biographies of Maya Angelou and Robert Oppenheimer whose lives demonstrate wisdom in their choices.
· Journal on the following quote, “Each problem that I solved became a rule which served afterwards to solve other problems.”
· Create a “Wisdom Wall” with quotes on the subject.
· Have the students write about a mistake that they made and what they learned from it.
· Explore how wisdom relates to making good food choices and taking care of your body.

· Use the “Decision-Making Scenarios” on pages 108 & 109 of the High School Character Education Binder in the office.
· Do a classroom activity related to the quote, “Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently.” (Henry Ford)

· Have the students develop an individual definition of wisdom and then choose reading selections that relate to the theme of wisdom.  Ask the students to articulate how their reading selection and the concept of wisdom are interconnected.  

· Research past presidents and ask the students to pick one that they think demonstrated wisdom in their decisions and one that demonstrated a lack of wisdom in their decisions.  Have a classroom discussion/debate on the topic.
· Have the students complete an “Interview with a Wise Person” and write a brief biography on the person they interviewed.
· Break the students into small groups and have them compare and contrast the factors that contributed to the Red Scare and the Palmer raids with the rise of the KKK immediately after WWI.  Have students define ignorance, and discuss how these events not only demonstrated a complete lack of wisdom, but a complete disregard for the core democratic value of life.  Finally, have the students create a brochure on the importance of wisdom and understanding. 

· Use teachable moments in the classroom to point out the necessity of making wise choices.
· Research historical figures who demonstrated great wisdom and examine the impact they had on the world.  
· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE***  

 
	·  “Smart” from Shel Silverstein’s Where the Sidewalk Ends

	http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Character_Education/
http://www.charactercounts.org/howto/teaching-tools.htm
http://northport.k12.ny.us/~patch/studentsrights/pages/chared.html#
 “Teaching Tolerance”

(Free Magazine)

400 Washington Ave.

Montgomery, AL 36104

Fax 334-264-7310

 

Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
 

Master Teacher, Inc. website

www.disciplinehelp.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.disciplinehelp.com/" com
 

 www.goodcharacter.com
www.charactercounts.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nccep/lp/



	Character Trait: Wisdom
	Wisdom is...

· Learning from one’s own experiences, as well as the experiences of others.   
· Making good decisions based on what you know.

	Implementation Dates (minimum of 2):


	Activities/Lessons (minimum of 2):
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