	Wisdom: Learning from one’s own experiences, as well as the experiences of others.   Making good decisions based on what you know. 

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  6-8
 

The student will:

 

1) Recognize and describe the meaning of wisdom.
2) Demonstrate and practice the components of wisdom.
3) Have a greater understanding of how to demonstrate wisdom inside and outside of school.
	· Discuss the word “wise” and come up with a classroom definition for what it means to be wise.
· Have the students complete the self-evaluation on p. 251 of the Middle School Character Education Binder in the office.
· Have the students produce a creative, persuasive poster using an original slogan about making good choices.  They can present them to the class and display them in the classroom.
· Journal on the following quote, “Each problem that I solved became a rule which served afterwards to solve other problems.”
· Ask the students to complete an interview with a wise person- details are on pate 256 of the Middle School Character Education Binder.

· Have the students write about a mistake that they made and what they learned from it.
· Explore how wisdom relates to making good food choices and taking care of your body.

· Use the “10 Ways to Fail at Problem Solving” on page 129 (Section 2) of the Middle School Character Education Binder.
· Do a classroom activity related to the quote, “Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently.” (Henry Ford)

· Have the students use the IDEA technique to come up with solutions to common problems they face (peer pressure, getting along with friends, completing schoolwork, getting along with family members…)
· Make an acrostic poem using the word wisdom.

· Have the students practice giving wise advice to their classmates.

· Have the students read “Smart” from Where the Sidewalk Ends and discuss the choices the boy made in the poem.  Have the students write a persuasive letter to the boy in the poem.

· Use teachable moments in the classroom to point out the necessity of making wise choices.
· Research historical figures who demonstrated great wisdom and examine the impact they had on the world.  
· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE***  

 
	· Dirty Bertie- David Roberts
· The Keeper of Wisdom
· Pigs will be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money

· Seven Blind Mice- Ed Young
· Swimmy- Leo Lionni
· Seuss-isms- Dr. Seuss
· Little Red Riding Hood

· Lon Po Po- Ed Young
· Across the Wide Dark Sea- Jean Van Leeuwen
· Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt- Deborah Hopkinson
· Oh, the Places You’ll Go- Dr. Seuss
· “Smart” from Shel Silverstein’s Where the Sidewalk Ends
· The Cay- Theodore Taylor
· Esperanza Rising- Pam Munoz Ryan
· The Cat Ate My Gymsuit- Paula Danziger
· The Hundred Dresses- Eleanor Estes
· This is Our Earth- Laura Benson
	http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Character_Education/
http://www.charactercounts.org/howto/teaching-tools.htm
http://northport.k12.ny.us/~patch/studentsrights/pages/chared.html#
 “Teaching Tolerance”

(Free Magazine)

400 Washington Ave.

Montgomery, AL 36104

Fax 334-264-7310

 

Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
 

Master Teacher, Inc. website

www.disciplinehelp.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.disciplinehelp.com/" com
 

 www.goodcharacter.com
www.charactercounts.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nccep/lp/



	Character Trait: Wisdom
	Wisdom is...

· Learning from one’s own experiences, as well as the experiences of others.   
· Making good decisions based on what you know.
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	Activities/Lessons (minimum of 2):
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