	Responsibility –Doing what you say you will do and following the rules.  Responsibility is being reliable, dependable and taking ownership for your actions  

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  K - 5

 

The student will:

 

1) recognize and describe the meaning of responsibility.
2) demonstrate and practice the components of responsibility.
3) have a greater understanding of how to be responsible and the need to work towards achieving their personal best.
	· Develop and utilize character trait calendar with emphasis on responsibility

· Create bulletin boards/posters/flyers of character traits
· Do a group project and talk about what it means to be responsible and complete a project

· Have students brainstorm a list of rules that should be followed in the classroom and discuss why they are important. 
· Write the words “A responsible person is someone who…” on the board and have the students journal on the subject.

· Engage the students in completing a “Responsibility Pledge” for home (p. 29 of section 3 in Character Education binder) 

· Organize safety patrols, leadership students, peer mediators, student council association, peer mentorship

· Demonstrate acceptance of increasing responsibility for behavior and its outcomes (peer mediation/conflict resolution)
· Have the class discuss what types of things they can do together to take more responsibility for the environment.

· Visit http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=11536 for “Teacher Made Activities for Teaching Responsibility”

· Have the students role-playing situations using two kids at a time. First, have them role-play the irresponsible behavior, and then, the responsible behavior. Have the group critique each of the role-plays.
· Demonstrate how to express feelings in constructive ways

· Utilize cooperative learning:  buddy reading, learning team assignments, projects, and cross-grade level tutoring 

· Make positive phone calls from principal, guidance counselor, or teacher

· Recognize Student of the Day/Week for demonstrating positive character traits

· Incorporate literature used to demonstrate examples of positive character traits

· Reinforce student code of conduct

· Present activities which enable students to recognize the relationship between responsibility and effectiveness in the world of work
· Role play “poor choice” situations that they have already made and explore how they could have acted differently

· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE*** 
 

 
	· The Berenstein Bear’s Trouble with Pets by Berenstein

· The Panda’s New Pet by Berenstein

· Mystery of the Lost Letter by Blake 

· It’s Not My Fault by Franz Brandenberg

· Shoe Shine Girl by Clyde Robert Bulla

· Harriet and the Garden by Nancy L  Puffin 

· Tessa on Her Own by Alyssa Marsh Chase 

· Frank and Ernest Play Ball  by Day

· The Golden Locket by Greene

· A Rainbow of Friends by P. Halliman

· A Bargain for Frances by Russell. Hoban

· The Little Brute Family  by Russell Hoban

· School’s Out by Johanna Hurwitz

· The Carrot Seed by Ruth Kraus

· Karen’s Pumpkin Patch by Martin

· Karen’s School Mystery by Martin

· Caring for My Baby Sister by Moncure

· Responsibility by Pemberton
· Carlos and the Squash Plant by Stevens Romero

· The Boy Who Cried Wolf by T. Ross 

· Best Friends by Sargent
· Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Random Seuss
	http://www.goodcharacter.com/YCC/BeingResponsible.html
http://www.qisa.org/activities.php?mode=Leadership+%26+Responsibility
http://www.qisa.org/activities.php?mode=Leadership+%26+Responsibility
http://www.tengrrl.com/tens/027.shtml
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/seasonal/red-ribbon-week/index.htm
http://collaboratory.nunet.net/nssd112/oakterrace/imc/responsibility.html



	Character Trait: Responsibility
	Responsibility is...

· Doing what you say you will do and following the rules.

· Being reliable, dependable and “owning” your actions.
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