	Perseverance: Having the strength to try again even when it is hard.  

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Suggested Readings cont…

	Grade Level:  K-5
 

The student will:

 

1) recognize and describe the meaning of perseverance.
2) demonstrate and practice the components of perseverance.
3) have a greater understanding of how to persevere inside and outside of school.
	· Make Rice Krispies as a class (using marshmallow fluff) and discuss the idea of perseverance.  Mixing up this treat can be difficult!

· Read the story “The Little Engine that Could.”  Discuss the children’s definition of perseverance.  Guide them to see that perseverance means “Never Give Up.”  Let the students share one thing they thought they could never learn, but now they can do.  
· Do the activity on page 51 of the Elementary Character Education binder.

· Write on the board “Reach for the Stars” and ask the students what they think the phrase means.  Title a large piece of paper “We Persevere at…” and have the students tell you a story of how they persevered to accomplish something.

· Put students into pairs and have them create a difficult math problem from the chapter/lesson they are learning.  After students create a difficult problem, have the students switch with another pair and solve their problem.  Discuss not giving up until they solve the problem.  
· Have the students create a class booklet on perseverance to demonstrate how they use this trait in every day life.  Students can write sentences/paragraphs or draw pictures to make the book interesting.  *You can use the template on page 80 of the Elementary Character Education Binder.

· Read a story about Martin Luther King Jr. and discuss how he used perseverance in his quest for peace and the equal treatment of all people.

· Read “Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie” by Peter and Connie Roop and complete the activity on page 87 and 88 of the Elementary Character Education Binder.
· Assign the students a project that will take a month to complete and then use it as an illustration to learn about perseverance.  One example would be keeping a weather journal for the month of Feb.

· Study Orville and Wilbur Wright and discuss how they demonstrated perseverance.

· Study the remarkable life of Helen Keller.

· Discuss a personal story about persevering with your students and discuss why it is hard to persevere sometimes.

· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE*** 
 

 
	· If You Give A Mouse A Cookie -- Laura Joffe Numeroff 
· Sadie and Snowman -- Allen Morgan 
· Ira Sleeps Over -- Bernard Waber 
· Froggy Learns to Swim -- Jonathan London 
· No Need for Monty -- James Stevenson 
· Big Monkey, Little Monkey -- Terry Mathews 
· Sand Cake -- Frank Asch 
· Elmer and the Lost Teddy -- David McKee 
· The Cat in the Hat -- Dr. Seuss
· The Bubble Factory -- Tomie dePaola 
· Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs -- Judi Barrett 
· The Little Engine that Could -- Watty Piper and Christina Ong 
· The Carrot Seed -- Ruth Krauss 
· Dare You To Have Courage -- Regina G. Burch 
· Go Out For the Team -- Stan and Jan Bernstein 
· The Happy Hedgehog -- Marcus Pfister 
· No More Baths -- Brock Cole

· D.W. All Wet -- Marc Brown 
· Jane vs. the Tooth Fairy -- Betsy Jay 
· Arthur's April Fool -- Marc Brown 
· The Last Puppy -- Frank Asch 
· Many Moons -- James Thurber Arthur Tricks the Tooth Fairy-- Marc Brown

· Froggy Gets Dressed -- Jon London
	· Sand Castle -- Mick Inkpen

· Caillou and Gilbert -- Joceline Sanschagrill

· Biscuit's New Trick -- Alyssa S. Capucilli

· Red Hen -- Golden Book

· The Mouse Who Wanted to Marry -- Doris Orgel

· The Children's Book of Heroes -- William J. Bennett

· Civil War on Sunday -- Mary Pope Osborne

· Eggs All Over -- Marcy Dunn Ramsey

· Baby Micky's Nap -- Disney

· Where is Baby Donald's Kitten? -- Disney

· The Lamb and the Butterfly -- Arnold Sundgaar

· Froggy Learns to Swim -- Jonathan London

· Green Eggs and Ham -- Dr. Seuss

· Bear Needs Help -- Rita Schlachter

· Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix -- J.K. Rowling

· Show and Tell -- Robert Munsch

· Junie B., First Grader: One-Man Band -- Barbara Park

· Glasses for D.W. -- Marc Brown

· Arthur's Tooth -- Marc Brown

· Arthur's Chicken -- Marc Brown
· Arthur Writes a Story -- Marc Brown 
· Am I Beautiful? -- Else Holmelund Minarik 
· Baby Minnie's Treat -- Jacqueline A. Ball 
· Millions of Cats -- Wanda Gag 
· Superdog: The Heart of A Hero -- Caralyn Buehner 



	Character Trait: Perseverance
	Perseverance...

·  Having the strength to try again even when it is hard.  
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