	Perseverance: Having the strength to continue to work hard towards a goal despite discouragement, opposition, and failures.  

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  6-8
 

The student will:

 

1) recognize and describe the meaning of perseverance.
2) demonstrate and practice the components of perseverance.
3) have a greater understanding of how to persevere inside and outside of school.
	· Research the lives of Anne Sullivan and Helen Keller, Cesar Chavez, and Georgia O’Keefe whom displayed diligence/perseverance.
· Read orally any Chicken Soup for the Soul story which relates to diligence or perseverance and have students write about a time they had to persevere.
· Have the students create a poem, song, or persuasive speech encouraging others not to give up on their dreams.

· Bring in old magazines and newspapers and have the students make a collage illustrating the various elements of perseverance.
· Journal on the quote by Mark Twain “Keep away from people who belittle your ambitions.  Small people always do that, but the really great make you feel that you too can be great.”

· Ask the students to make a list of things they wish they were good at.  What do they need to do to become good at these things?  Are they willing to put in the effort?  Is it worth it?  How can they stay motivated?

· Research historical examples of groups or individuals who had to persevere such as abolitionists, suffragists, and Civil Rights activists.  What would have happened if they did not persevere?

· Ask the students to write about what it means to persevere and the value of perseverance.

· Have the students create a timeline of ten events from Theodore Roosevelt’s life where he demonstrated perseverance.

· Complete the “Consider This” activity on p. 220-222 of the Middle School Character education binder.

· Have the students create a mural of Thurgood Marshall’s life detailing his perseverance throughout many difficulties (visit library.thinkquest.org/3337/tmarsh.html for more details)
· Discuss goals.  Are some “better” than others?  What types of goals are noble?  Can dedication to a purpose be bad?
· Show the movie Remember the Titans by Disney and talk about the various examples of perseverance within.
· Ask the students to research an individual from modern day who has persevered in spite of difficulties and opposition.

· Have the class complete a series of challenges together and then discuss perseverance.

· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE*** 
 

 
	· Rumpelstiltskin

· Anything that highlights perseverance including materials on individuals such as Pikabo Street, Wilma Rudolf, Jackie Robinson, Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln, Welesa and Nelson Mandela.
· A Child Called It by Dave Pelzer
· A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind

	www.goodcharacter.com
www.charactercouns.org
www.wiseskills.com
http://www.perspectivesonyouth.org/Pages-Submit/Perseverance.html
www.cyber-nation.com
www.leadershipnow.com
www.dizeyen.com
www.familyeducation.com
http://northport.k12.ny.us/~patch/studentsrights/pages/chared.html#
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Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nccep/lp/
http://www.ethicsed.org/resources/activities.htm 



	Character Trait: Perseverance
	Perseverance...

·  Having the strength to continue to work hard towards a goal despite discouragement, opposition, and failures.  
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