	Citizenship – Making your community a better place by your actions.

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  K - 5

 

The student will:

 

1) recognize and describe the meaning of citizenship.

 

2) demonstrate and practice the components of citizenship.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	· Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  Display the pledge and discuss the meaning behind it.
· Brainstorm a list of communities that exist (classroom, school, neighborhood, family, friends).  Ask the students to explain their role in the classroom and what they are responsible for.  Have the class brainstorm a list of ways they can make their classroom community a better place. 

· Post rules in classrooms, halls, and common areas

· Read The Bill of Rights and create classroom Bill of Rights

· Participate in City Beautification Program

· Sponsor community service projects

· Appreciate customs and traditions of various cultures (example: Multicultural Awareness Day)
· Design a “good citizenship” pamphlet.  First, come up with a list of “good citizen words” on the board.  Next, have the students fold construction paper into three sections either vertically or horizontally.  Students then choose three words to write on each section.  Finally, students draw a picture to go with each word.
· Have students bring in a newspaper article that demonstrates someone being a good citizen and present it to the class.
· Read the choral speaking version of “The Grasshopper and the Ants” on page 49 & 50 of the Elementary Character Ed Binder (behind the 3 tab).  Discuss the elements of citizenship from the poem.

· Read the fable by Aesop “The Four Oxen and the Lion”

· Discuss how picking up litter, recycling, planting trees, and turning off lights when they aren’t being used are examples of being a good citizen.  Take your class outside to put their citizenship into action.

· In ancient Greece, people felt that it was important for all people to try to leave Athens better than they found it.  Come up with a class plan about how the students can do this in their communities.
· Anne Frank said this, “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”  Talk about this quote as a class.

· Read “The Bucket Filler” and come up with ways students can fill their classmate’s buckets.
 

 
	· Black Is Brown Is Tan  by Arnold Adoff

· The Berenstein Bears Don’t Pollute by Stan Berenstein

· Every Kids Guide to Understanding Human Rights by Joy Berry. 

· Nice New Neighbors by Franz Brandenberg
· It’s George! by Miriam Cohen and Lillian Hoban

· The Bill of Rights by Warren Coleman 

· HELP  by Laura Creene 

· Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley

· 50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth by Earth Works Group

· Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad by Dan Elish

· Play With Me by Marie Ets

· Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz

· The First Forest by John Gile 

· The Story of the Peace Corps  by Zachary Kent

· Land of Many Colors by Klamath County YMCA Family Preschool 

· The Drinking Gourd by F.N. Monjo

· The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss

· The Lorax by Dr. Seuss

· All Kinds of Families by Norma Simon


	Susan Kovalik’s (1994) “Lifeskills” David Perkins (1993) 

 

“Teaching for Understanding”  Big Questions, Big Ideas.  Zephyr Press Tucson, AZ  (1997)

 

“Character Education 100 Ways to Promote”

Staff of the Center for the Advancement of Ethics and Character

 

Responding to Hate at School: paperback books and  free teacher’s guide

“Ten Ways to Fight Hate”

Fax 334-264-3121

 

Character Building Odyssey Video Series

$34.95 each

139-VPC “Shadow of a 

Doubt” (Friendship)

143-VPC “In Harms Way” (Acceptance)

172-VPC “The Big Lie” (Honesty is Best)

138-VPC “A Fine Feather Frenzy” (Be Responsible) 

 

Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
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· Making your community a better place by your actions.  

	Implementation Dates (minimum of 2):


	Activities/Lessons (minimum of 2):



	Teacher:


	Grade Level:

	Signature:
	Date:




