	Compassion: Caring for others.  Being sensitive, caring, and understanding towards the needs of others.  

	Objectives
	Suggested Strategies/ Applications
	Suggested Readings
	Other Resources/References

	Grade Level:  9-12
 

The student will:

 

1) Recognize and describe the meaning of compassion.
2) Demonstrate and practice the components of compassion.
3) Have a greater understanding of how to act with compassion inside and outside of school.
	· Read Emily Dickenson’s poem, “If I Can Stop One Heart from Breaking,” and discuss the meaning and implications for life.

· Complete Internet searches on issues of homelessness, AIDS, orphans, etc…Ask the students to pick one issue that they are passionate about and create a speech for the class to raise awareness and develop compassion.  
· Ask the students to write a biography on the life of someone who showed great compassion.  

· Help the students research a place in the community where they can serve people in need.
· Have students research the history of the Red Cross and YMCA, or other agencies that organized volunteers to work overseas during World War I.  Have students discuss their findings in class, emphasizing how a sense of compassion and the common good motivated individuals to volunteer.

· Ask the students to research the United States’ shift from isolationism to internationalism.  Guide them in researching Amnesty International at www.amnesty.org to understand current world concerns.  Ask them to relate the importance of America helping other countries and the need to maintain economic and political stability in the world.

· Have the students research what a jury is and what it means to serve on a jury.  Ask them to journal on how compassion can cause conflict in the mind of jurors.
· Ask the students to free write on the following prompt: “Do you tend to be more sympathetic to some people than toward others?  What might make you prejudiced against certain people?  Is this fair?”

· Have the students write a thank you letter to someone in their community who they feel has shown true compassion.  If students have difficulty coming up with someone in the community, they can choose someone else like a family member.
· Discuss how compassion relates to “common good” and “equality.”

· ***MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHARACTER EDUCATION BINDERS IN THE OFFICE*** 
 

 
	· Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes by Chris Crutcher
· Return to the Land: The Search for Compassion by Tom Carr
· Compassion: The Story of Clara Barton by Deborah Woodworth & Leon Baxter

	http://www.pearsall.k12.tx.us/Character%20Education/Virtue_COMPASSION.htm
http://learninginmaineresources.wikispaces.com/Compassion
http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Character_Education/
http://www.charactercounts.org/howto/teaching-tools.htm
http://northport.k12.ny.us/~patch/studentsrights/pages/chared.html#
 “Teaching Tolerance”

(Free Magazine)

400 Washington Ave.

Montgomery, AL 36104

Fax 334-264-7310

 

Teaching Tolerance website

www.teachingtolerance.org
 

Character First

Education website

www.charactercities.org
 

Master Teacher, Inc. website

www.disciplinehelp.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.disciplinehelp.com/" com
 

 www.goodcharacter.com
www.charactercounts.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nccep/lp/ 



	Character Trait: Compassion
	Compassion...

· Caring for others.  
· Being sensitive, caring, and understanding towards the needs of others.  
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